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From the 

Manager’s Desk 
 

Recently a past student called in to say hello. She was on her way to 
Winz to “give them the flick” because she now had permanent full time 
work.  She was so excited. 
 
Since starting with Literacy Waikato – and it has been a long journey – 
she has gained her full driver’s licence, gained work and increased in 
confidence and hope for the future. 

Obviously other factors have come in to play, but she credits Literacy 
Waikato for putting her on a pathway to improvement. She appreciated 
that no matter how many times it was needed, her tutor patiently 
explained things over and over as needed. 

One of the tools that sparked something for her was Pathways Awarua. 
She began the wordfit pathway and became fired up about words and 
their meanings. From there she moved on to other online vocabulary 
building activities. We would get phone calls asking us about various 
words and what they meant. 

There are not many places in the whole world where people can come, 
get a free, high quality service and change their life for the better. I am 
proud to be part of what brings about the change. I hope you are too! 
Whether you are a tutor, a supporter, a funder, or a friend you are 
making a difference.  

Nga Mihi 

Louise 
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Annual General Meeting 
 

Literacy Waikato held its Annual general Meeting on the 21st May 2018. 
Attendance was good and very much appreciated.  

The annual business was carried out with reports from the Treasurer, 
Chairperson and Manager.  

Financially 2017 saw a loss. This was explained by our decision to tutor 
all who come to us regardless of whether they bring funding and by 
being unable to meet some requirements, which lost us some funding. 
Fortunately Literacy Waikato has a healthy reserve, which covered the 
shortfall. 

Service reports were comprehensive and can be seen on our website. 

Following the business we were privileged to hear from Roseanne 
Worth, one of our students who recently visited Kenya and Tanzania. 
She had prepared a slide show sharing some of her amazing photos. 
We were impressed by the way she handled her presentation to a group 
of people and were fascinated by the safari photos and pictures of local 
villages.  
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Student story – stand up for yourself 
A recent session in our SkillUp! group talked about ways to be 
assertive when dealing with ‘officialdom’. Students role played 
various scenarios and discussed ways to be pleasant but not a victim. 

The next day one of the students needed to get some emergency 
dental help. She told the group that she used all the skills they had 
learned and was able to get the help she needed and to get Winz to 
accept it as an emergency. Changing lives in action! 
 

 



5 
 

CONGRATULATIONS VISHAL 

 
I went to the Australian Boccia Nationals in May. In the Teams competition we 
won Silver. In the individual competition I won Bronze. In Body Building I won 

Bronze.  Vishal Chandra 
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Word Trivia—Questions  (Answers to these questions appear on next page)  

1. Unscramble the letters foovillfee to make an intelligible three-word phrase.  
2. There are four English adjectives—one of these is also a noun—that have 

related verb forms such that an i in the adjectival form changes to an e in the 
verb form. The most obscure of the four is tepid →tepefy, where tepefy means 
to make tepid. What are the other three? 

3. What is the most common three-letter prefix in the English dictionary?  
4. Starting with the word cent, add a two-letter prefix and a two-letter suffix such 

that the resulting 8-letter word can be viewed as a grammatical derivative of 
either of two different 6-letter words. The 8-letter word has two entirely 
different meanings, one having to do with a relationship in time, and the other 
involving a change of location.  

5. Rearrange the letters of the word partisan to form the single anagram of that 
word.  

6. How many five-letter English words contain exactly four vowels? Identify as 
many as you can. (Assume that the letter y counts as a consonant when it 
appears at the start of the word, and as a vowel in any other position). Note: If 
you are working on this question without using a computer and find at least 
eight valid words, your answer gets full credit.  

7. How many palindromic English words are there having at least four letters? 
Identify as many as you can. (A palindromic word is one that reads the same 
forwards and backwards). Note: If you are working on this question without 
using a computer and find at least ten valid words, your answer gets full 
credit.  

8. Find all English words that contain at least one m, at least one n, and any 
number of a's, i's, and o's.  

9. Find all English words that contain exactly one n, exactly two t's, and at most 
one of each vowel letter.  
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Answers to Word Trivia Questions 

1. There are two reasonable answers: love of life and life of love. (I prefer the first 
answer). These can be found by running anagrams3.py. 
 

2. liquid liquefy, stupid stupefy, and putrid putrefy. 
3. The most common three-letter prefix in the English dictionary is either con or non, 

depending on which definition of prefix one applies. (See Common word prefixes 
above). 

4. By prepending re and appending er to cent, we obtain recenter, which can be 
understood as either recent-er (a relationship in time) or re-center (a change of 
location). 

5. The only anagram of partisan is aspirant. 
6. The large spelling dictionary contains 33 five-letter words each having exactly 4 

vowels:                                                                                                                    
'aalii', 'abaya', 'adieu', 'aecia', 'aerie', 'aioli', 'aliya', 'aquae', 'areae', 'audio', 'aurae', 
'aurei', 'bayou', 'cooee', 'cooey', 'eerie', 'eyrie', 'gooey', 'hooey', 'looey', 'looie', 'louie', 
'miaou', 'oidia', 'oorie', 'ourie', 'oxeye', 'payee', 'poyou', 'queue', 'sooey', 'uraei', 'zoeae'  

I obtained this answer by running the program vowels.py against the large spelling 
dictionary. 

7. There are 51 palindromic words of length 4 and greater:  

'abba', 'alula', 'anna', 'boob', 'civic', 'deed', 'deified', 'deked', 'deled', 'denned', 'dewed', 
'halalah', 'hallah', 'kaiak', 'kayak', 'keek', 'kook', 'level', 'madam', 'marram', 'minim', 
'naan', 'noon', 'otto', 'peep', 'poop', 'pullup', 'radar' , 'redder', 'refer', 'reifier', 'repaper', 
'reviver', 'rotator', 'rotor', 'sagas', 'sees', 'selles', 'sememes', 'semes', 'seres', 'sexes', 
'shahs', 'solos', 'stets', 'succus', 'sulus', 'tenet', 'terret', 'toot', 'torot'  

I obtained this answer by running the program palindromes.py against the large 
spelling dictionary. 

8. There are 22 solutions:  
'amain', 'amino', 'amnia', 'anima', 'animi', 'imino', 'main', 'man', 'mana', 'mania', 'mano', 
'min', 'mina', 'mini', 'moan', 'mon', 'mono', 'moon', 'nim', 'nom', 'noma', 'nomoi'  

I found these by running hangman.py as follows and then deleting all results that did 
not contain both an m and an n:  
   python hangman.py mnaaaaaiiiiiooooo 
 

9. There are 13 words that satisfy these conditions:  
'attune', 'nett', 'notate', 'nutate', 'taint', 'tanto', 'taunt', 'tauten', 'tent', 'tenuti', 'tenuto', 
'tint', and 'titan'  
These can be found by running frequencies.py as follows:  
   python frequencies.py n:1,t:2,a:?,e:?,i:?,o:?,u:? 
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Christine Holmes 

Te Kaiwhakatau Manuhiri 

reception@literacywaikato.org.nz 

 

 

With grateful thanks for grants and support from: 

Mission Statement 

To provide a quality literacy service to adults in the community. 

 

Joke (courtesy of Literacy Bay of 
Plenty) 

 

Q.  Where are  
average things       
manufactured? 

A. At the 
satisfactory! 

 
( Let’s go beyond the satisfactory 
and aim for excellent.) 

 


